128     ATTACK  UPON  THE  CANAL
towards the British Occupation, exaggerated the
strength of Pro-Turkish sentiment in Egypt.1 In
point of fact, no man raised a finger to help the
invaders or attempted to embarrass the Defence.
Detachments of the Egyptian Army serving on the
Canal, and individual Egyptian officers stationed at
Tor and other isolated points, remained perfectly
loyal to their British commanders.
Between the I9th and 23rd January 1915 the
presence on the northern road of patrols of enemy, and
at Moiya el Harab and Ain el Sudr, was reported.
Bold air reconnaissances made by sea-planes from Port
Said disclosed also the concentration of large forces
at Bir Saba, Kossaima, and El Auja. Thus, although
authentic information was still lacking, the Defence
had reason to believe, contrary to expectation, that
the main body of the Turkish Army would advance
through the Central Zone, and reports from intelligence
agents at El Arish tended to confirm the view that
units sent along the Mediterranean shore route were
intended to distract the attention of the Defence from
the main line of advance. The first exchange of shots
between the contending troops took place on the
26th January, when a patrol opened fire upon the
British picket line at Qantara. A similar affair
occurred at El Kubri. Presumably these feints were
intended to entice the Defence into reinforcing the
a proclamation which was issued in the middle of 1915, by Sultan
Muhamed V, addressed to his " dear children '*, the inhabitants of
Egypt, stating that his forces were proceeding to the Nile Valley, in
order to expel the Occupationists who trespassed on its freedom.
The proclamation also stated that all privileges granted to the
Egyptians by his predecessors, the Great Sultans, would remain
unchanged, and be respected in the present and in the future/
1 His Majesty's Government had a clearer conception of the facts.
Shortly after the outbreak of war the Imams in Egyptian mosques
were instructed to make no mention of the Khalif s name in the
public prayers recited on Fridays, Blessings were invoked instead
upon * The Khalif of the Muslims' and upon the Sovereign of Egypt

